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Abstract

How did the controversy between anthropocentric and ecocentric worldviews impact on the
2030 Agenda sustainability discourses on the UN level and in Kenya? Are different values,
attitudes and philosophical assumptions visible in Kenya in comparison to the UN discourse?
How can the differences be explained? These research questions are addressed by Tatjana
Kuhn in her PhD project which she is conducting at the University of Duisburg-Essen,
Germany. Ms. Kuhn is working at the intersection of political science and environmental
philosophy. Her thesis is a discourse analysis informed by theoretical considerations of
Jurgen Habermas and Michael Foucault. Methodologically, Ms. Kuhn is applying a qualitative
case study method in which she uses a code-based qualitative content analysis on a number
of empirical sources such as semi-structured interviews, official government reports,
newspaper articles and scientific papers.
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- Anthropocentrism Ecocentrism Foucauldian Habermas' theory of
! | discourse analysis communicative action
- Worldviews
- Ontological and epistemological assumptions
- Explicit and implicit value theories
- Underlying ideas about the human-nature relationshionship
o Global sustainability discourses on UN level and in Kenya
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E Sources of evidence: Official strategies and reports, academic literature,
s interviews, commentaries etc.
Q. Analysis:
E 1) Code-based qgualitative content analysis: concepts, nomination, predication,
L lines of argumentation, framing etc. (Ruth Wodak & M artin Reisigl)

2} Analysis of discursive strategies and regularities, practices of exclusion,
power structures etc. (Foucault)

3} Analysis of arguments and their validity dimensions from a neutral
participant’s point of view (Habermas)



